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Abstract

This study addressed India’s Foreign Policy towards The Cooperation Council
for the Arab States (GCC), in the context of an official policy that India
adopted in 2005, under the title “Look West” that later developed to the
strategy “Link West”, to include wider strategic and political dimensions

beside economy. This study covers this policy up to May 2022.

This study includes four chapters; the first is theoretical framework necessary
to analyze the Indian foreign policy. The second chapter reviews the Indian —
GCC relations through the 20" century. The third chapter details relations
between the two parties in the 21% century. Last chapter, the fourth discusses
challenges and opportunities with special reference to the possibility of Indian

strategic role in the Gulf security.

The conclusion of the study: India’s policy towards the GCC countries has
developed significantly in the first quarter of the 21% century. The policies of
“Look West” and “Link West” played vital role in this development. A
comprehensive strategic partnership between India and the GCC is starting

and expected to grow.

Keywords: Indian Foreign Policy, Cooperation Council for the Arab States
of the Gulf, Look West Policy, Link West Policy, Indo-Gulf Arab Relations,
Prospects and challenges of Indian-Gulf Arab relations.
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